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Lingua e Cultura Inglese

William Shakespeare: Introduction to Hamlet; “To Be or not to Be” (ref. Shaping Ideas, pp.
103-106 the theme of responsibility and governance;

An overview of the events in England in the 17™ century (the rise and the fall of the Puritan
regime, the Separatists, the Glorious Revolution, the establishment of the first colonies in
America). Ref. Shaping Ideas, p. 69;

England during the Stuart dynasty: the Civil War under Charles I — rif. Shaping Ideas, pp.
120-125;

John Smith and his role in the colonization of Virginia (1607); extract from The Generall
Historie of Virginia (1624) the figure of Pocahontas — ref. material on Didattica; “An
Exceptional Nation”; “The American Dream”; “The Witches of Salem” — ref. Outline of U.S.
History (material on Didattica);

The English wave of migration to the New World: New Plymouth (1620) and the colonization
of Massachusetts; the voyage on the Mayflower; the Separatists and their frictions with the
King; the “Mayflower Compact”: an early American sort of Constitution (from Mourt’s
Relation (1621); the “King James Bible”: reasons why James I ordered a new version of the
Bible; the consequences of the colonization on the Natives;

The Calvinist ethics and its connection with Capitalism (Max Weber). The method called
typology (types and anti-types) applied to the Puritans who migrated to America;

The Scientific Revolution — ref. Shaping Ideas, p. 125-126;

Introduction to Thomas Hobbs and the historical context (the Stuart and their Absolutism:
kings by divine right; the emerging of the Puritan Middle Class in opposition to aristocracy
and monarchy: the division between Royalists and Cavaliers that brought to the Civil War and
the instauration of the Puritan regime); ref. photocopied material from Leviathan (1651) taken
from Insights and distributed to students in class and put on Didattica: “The State of Nature
as the State of War”’;

Introduction to the Metaphical Poets; John Dunne and “Song” (ref. Shaping Ideas, pp.128-
131;

John Milton and Paradise Lost: main traits of the plot and the two parallel stories narrated in
the poem; main themes and figures; “Satan’s Speech” (photocopied material + Shaping Ideas,
132-135).

The passage from the Glorious Revolution to the Augustan Age (main events); the birth of
the novel (ref. to the Quixote by Miguel De Cervantes for the contraposition of the past against
the present and modernity); Aphra Behn: her life and literary production — material on
Didattica); the ‘sparkle’ theory by Isaac Newton — ref. Shaping Ideas, pp. 142-147.

William Hogarth: art as an instrument of public denounce (ref. Shaping Ideas, pp. 148-149)



Introduction and development of the novel: from Literary Landscape: De Cervantes and the
transformation of the prose — material on Didattica. Shaping Ideas, p. 150.

Mario Praz: “Le metamorfosi di Satana” (from La carne, la morte, il diavolo) — ref. material
available on Didattica;

Introduction to Daniel Defoe and Robinson Crusoe: plot, main themes, characters and
symbols (Shaping Ideas, pp. 151-153);

“I was born of a good family” (from Robinson Crusoe, chapter 1): material on Didattica;
“The Journal”

“Man Friday” (from Robinson Crusoe. Notes on the author and the work (Shaping Ideas, pp.
162-163).

Introduction to Jonathan Swift and Gulliver’s Travels. Structure and meanings of the four
voyages made by Gulliver. References to Relativism (ref. teacher’s notes and Shaping Ideas,
p.159); material on Didattica.

“The Most Pernicious Race on the Earth” (from Gulliver’s Travels, part 11): material on
Didattica taken from Insights, pp. 123-125.

Introduction to Samuel Richardson: Pamela and Clarissa and the birth of the epistolary novel.
Pamela and Clarissa compared (plots, themes, and structure); the difference between a novel
of sentiment and a novel of sensibility; difference between univocal and multivocal epistolary
novel. Material from Insights, pp. 136-137, on Didattica.

A new sensibility: pre-romantic trends; a new way to perceive nature and to describe feelings;
Shaping Ideas, pp.182-183;

Introduction to the gothic novel (ref. Shaping Ideas, pp. 190-191).

Mary Shelley: early life and origins of her novel Frankenstein (1818); “Note for the 1831
Standard Novels Edition” (material on Didattica + Shaping Ideas, 192-193); the overreacher,
the villain and the byronic hero; the myth of Prometheus;

“It was on a dreary night” (Frankenstein, chapter 5) — ref. Didattica

Grammatica (ref. Units included in Smart Grammar)

Narrative tenses (revision)
Future forms

Conditional tenses
Passive Forms



