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Historical and Literary Topics 

- From Pre-Celtic to Roman Britain (ref.  Shaping Ideas, pp. 12-16.  

- The Anglo-Saxon period, including the Viking presence in England (ref. Shaping Ideas, pp. 

17-21). 

- Anglo-Saxon literature: the epic poem and the pagan elegy (ref. Shaping Ideas: p. 22-23); 

Beowulf: plot, style, versification (ref. Shaping Ideas, pp. 24);  

- The Normans and the Domesday Book (ref. Shaping Ideas, pp. 34-35). 

- The Plantagenets (ref. Shaping Ideas, p. 36-37). 

- Human Rights: Magna Charta Libertatum – topic utilised for Civic Education (ref. Shaping 

Ideas, pp. 38-40). 

- The Wars of the Roses (Shaping Ideas, p. 43). 

- The Plague (Shaping Ideas, p. 44) 

- The Medieval Ballad: examples of ballads – “Lord Randal” (ref. Shaping Ideas: pp. 45-47). 

- The Ballad through Time: “Eleanor Rigby” (the Beatles, 1966); “Hurricane” (Bob Dylan, 

1975); “Hotel California” (the Eagles, 1976): listening activity and text analysis) – (ref. 

Shaping Ideas, plus material uploaded on Didattica. 

- The Medieval Narrative Poem: The Canterbury Tales (ref. Shaping Ideas: pp. 48-51), plus the 

“General Prologue” (material uploaded on Didattica) 

- The Tudors (ref. Shaping Ideas: pp. 62-64): Henry VIII, the “Act of Supremacy” (1534) and 

its implications (ref. material on Thomas More and “The Act of Supremacy” uploaded on 

Didattica). 

- Thomas More: his career and the characters of his work Utopia; extract taken from Book II, 

first part, “Of their trades and manners” (photocopiable material from Insights available on 

Didattica). 

- Elisabeth I: the Virgin Queen; the destruction of the Invincible Armada (ref. Shaping Ideas, 

pp. 66-67). 

- Renaissance and New Learning (ref. Performer, pp. 51-52 on Didattica; Shaping Ideas, p. 70). 

- Christopher Marlowe: life and works: focus on the reflections of his life in his tragedies; 

Tamburlain the Great, The Jew of Malta and Dr. Faustus, Edward II: four examples of 

negative energy or ‘lust’; the ‘mighty line’ and his one-man tragedies; focus on Dr Faustus 

plot and character (ref. photocopiable material taken from Insights and available on Didattica). 

The overreacher in Marlowe’s plays 

- Intro to William Shakespeare (Shaping Ideas, p. 72) 

- Style, language and stage directions in Shakespeare theatre (Shaping Ideas, pp.84-85); the 

difference between comedy and romance 



Grammar 

 

- Introduction to the IPA and its utility; the use and the different forms of dictionaries; the 

importance of checking pronunciation (ref. material uploaded on Didattica) 

- Stative Verbs and other categories of verbs never used in continuous tenses with exceptions:  

- Functions of adverbs of frequency and adjectives (revision) – teacher’s notes 

- Functions and structure of the Present Simple; Adverbs and other Expressions of Frequency 

(revision). 

- Use of the present simple and present continuous and time expressions linked to these verbal 

forms; verbs of preference + the ‘ing’;  

- The use of the Past Simple and the pronunciation of the -ed for the regular verbs – The 

irregular verbs (Revision) 

- Past Continuous (revision) 

- Present Perfect Simple and Continuous (revision) 

- Past perfect simple e past perfect continuous 

- Future Forms; 

- Conditional tenses 

 

 


